PRESS RELEASE 12 October, 2018

Statement Issued by Shri Shaktisinh Gohil, Spokesperson, AICC & In-Charge, Bihar
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Cornered on its Massive Failures- A Fascist BJP resorts to —*Divide &Rule’ !

Violence against North Indian leads to spurt in railwav traffic ranging from 26% to 137% !

A desperate BJP wanting conveniently to hide its abject failures of basic governance has once again
adopted its tried and tested policy of dividing Indians. On back foot for its continued failures in
containing skyrocketing Petrol-Diesel prices, a historically devalued Rupee, rampant joblessness
and a sinking economy, BJP and its governments in the states act in tandem and target poor
people to fan a new controversy.

Yesterday, Congress President, Shri Rahul Gandhi asked PM Modi a pointed question on the
massive Rafale purchase scam. The Congress is on the streets protesting against rising fuel prices,
a plunging Rupee and no jobs. Modi Government’s last 4.5 years have been a disaster of epic
proportions. Farmers are distressed and are being fired at by BJP. Unemployment is at a 20 year
high. Household Savings are at a 20 year low. Bank Loot Scams have shaken the faith of common
people. BJP Union Ministers are helping fraudsters flee abroad. People are in pain and ready to
vote BJP out in the forthcoming elections in 5 states. Every second survey shows that Congress is
winning. Facing an imminent defeat, the BJP and its divisive mindset, is doing what it knows best
— Divide and Rule!

After the shocking incident of rape of a 14 month old girl in North Gujarat on 28" September, 2018,
instead of maintaining law and order, the BJP Government there, started a whisper campaign on Social
Media and on ground to target, chase and force North Indians out from the state leading to large scale
c¢migration of people from Gujarat. DRM, Ahmedabad, Shri Dinesh Kumar said that the violence has
had an impact on railway traffic too and estimates spurt in exodus of North Indians ranging from 26%
to 137% across 5 railway stations in Gujarat in first week of October in comparison to the previous
year.




EXPOSING BJP’s MALACIOUS CONSPIRACY TO EVICT NORTH INDIANS FROM
GUJARAT

It is shameful that just a day after the gruesome rape, BJP MLA from Himmatnagar, Shri
Rajendra Chavda spoke to the people/media and exhorted BJP workers to drive away North
Indians who come in search of their bread and butter to Gujarat. (Refer Attached Video)
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There are 3 things that can be inferred from the BJP MLA’s statement:-

1) It is none other the Chief Minister of Gujarat *Vijaybhai” (Shri Vijay Rupani) who has been fanning
the sentiment of xenophobia and incite hatred in the hearts of people against factory workers,
labourers and khetmazdoors, who contribute to the economy of the state.

2) That he will personally get a survey done of such factories that employ outsiders.

3) That if local people did not get jobs, he is ready for a violent “agitation’.

This was not only an open threat to people from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh Madhya

Pradesh and other North Indian states, but also a well-planned strategy to evict such people from

working in Gujarat.

Another brazen case of fanning social tensions between Gujartis and North Indians was a continuous
targeted conspiratorial Social Media campaign (Screenshots of BJP post holders and Modi
supporters are attached as evidence Annexure Al)




-

UP CM, Adityanath’s statement quoting Gujarat CM, Rupani that nothing untoward happened to the
pecople of Uttar Pradesh, was the last straw in this malicious game which the BJP played. It is highly
hypocritical for the BJP to claim this. BJP is a seasoned culprit in dividing Indians in the name of
religion, caste, community and region. It’s double face is evident by:-

. Shri Narendra Modi fights clections to the Lok Sabha in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.

. BJP won 73 seats in Uttar Pradesh and won 22 Lok Sabha seats from Bihar. BJP won all the seats in
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh and all but three seats in Madhya Pradesh — But still the BJP
shamelessly targets the people belonging to thesevarious states.

. In the name of NRC, BJP targets other vulnerable Indians in Assam. For the first time, Punjabi
Sikhs were violently targeted in Shillong, when BJP came to power in Meghalaya.

. In Gujarat too, BJP evicted Punjabi farmers living since independence. brought in and scttled by
Sardar Patel;in Kutch and forcefully snatched away their land.

. On 8 Oct 2018, the key accused, a BJP worker and a close ally of a sitting ML A targeted people
working in Amul Chocolate Factory, Anandwho belonged to Madhya Pradesh. (See Annexure A2)

A land which has given birth to sons like Mahatma and Sardar Patel who taught us the
philosophy of «dwrg &9 ot 99 3"_%&”. Sardar Patel, on the other hand integrated the whole
country bringing together 540 princely states, it’s unfortunate to see that the present lot of BJP
leadership has got down what they know best, and that’s politics of divisiveness and sectarianism.

BJP’s policy of ‘Divide & Rule’ and blaming the Congress party is like “3¢cl IR Plaara &1
5 I"

We demand that:-

. Law and Order in Gujarat should be immediately restored.

. Those BJP leaders who have deliberately planned this conspiracy and whisper campaign
should be immediately brought to book.

. Gujarat Govt should make immediate arrangements to facilitate the return of whoever has
been evicted forcefully and should be compensated for their losses.

. CM, Shri Vijay Rupani should be sacked immediately by the BJP leadership for his
Constitutional failures.

. PM Modi should speak up and apologize to the people of India and especially Gujarat, taking
moral responsibility of BJP’s acts.
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